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2 To reduce further occasions and possibilities of war, a Dis-
armament Conference met under the auspices of the League of Na-
tions though much could not be achieved.

3.  Attempts were also made to control the production and trade
depression of the world.   It used its influence for the suppression of
slavery and forced labour and traffic in women and children.

4.  Attempts were also made to control the production and trade
of dangerous drugs.

5.  After the close of the great European War, the colonies of
Germany, Austria, Hungary and Turkey were given to the League of
Nations/which in its turn gave them to certain nations as a trust but
the League supervised the government of these colonies.

6.  It appointed commissions from time to time to find out the
solution of many economic, financial, social and humanitarian pro-
blems, which were not concerned with the peace of nations but with
the good of the world as a whole.

7.  It had been able to offer a swifter method of holding inter-
national conference than the world has ever had before.   It had made
nations approach one another in a spirit of goodwill and sympathetic
understanding in the assembly of all nations and adjust their differ-
ences as smoothly as possible.

8.  Jt made its best efforts to substitute open for secret diplomacy.

Failure of the League in its Political Object. The League solved
some political problems of minor importance and could easily influ-
ence the smaller States to do as it liked in matters which threatened
to disturb international peace. It cannot be denied that the League
succeeded neither An securing disarmament nor in preventing wars
and aggressions of bigger nations which threatened to upset interna-
tional peace and security, the very objects for which the League was
created. Nevertheless, the League failed to achieve its political object
for it failed to influence the powerful nations.

It could not save Abyssinia against Italy. It could not stop
Japanese aggression on China, The authority of the League was
successfully defied by Germany by the annexation of Austria and Cze-
choslovakia, in case of Albania by Italy and by France in Spain.

(b) Main Causes responsible for the failure of the League.

1. International Disequilibrium. One of the main causes of the
League's failure was the international disequilibrium brought about> by
the economic and political forces after the First Great War. Hunger for
more land and new markets was a mania with every country, parti-
cularly with Germany, Japan and Italy. It was the goal of Germany's
internal and external policy to regain the territories lost during the
Great War and repudiate the Treaty of Versailles. In addition to
this, the economic nationalism in every country throttled the basic
idea underlying the League. In spite of its best efforts at the Econo-
mic Conference in 1^27, the League failed to solve the problem of
tariffs. The economic problems reacted upon the political problems